Tiwi alphabet and examples 

a normally as 'a' in 'a boy'; before y often sounds like 'e' in 'met' 

g like 'g' but with friction 

i in middle of word - mostly as 

in 'bit'; at end of word mostly as 'ee' in 'beet' 

j preceding V or 'u\ is usually pronounced something like English 'ch' (except that it 

is made with the blade and not the tip of the tongue); preceding 'a 1 or 'o\ is usually 
pronounced like fronted T (also made with the blade of tongue). 

k as 'ck' in 'kicking' 

kw as 'qu' in 'quiet' 

I as in 'like' 

m as in 'mighty' 

mp as in 'company' 

mw as in 'slimwaisted 

n as in 'now' 

ng as in 'singing' 

ngw as in 'ringworm' 

nj is really nyj but is written nj for sake of simplicity. 

nk as in'thinking' 

nt as in 'interest' 

ny preceding 'i' or 'u\ is like 'n' in 'menu', made with tongue blade along roof of mouth; 
'preceding 'a' or 'o' in old Tiwi is pronounced like a fronted 'n', with tongue blade 
along roof of mouth; in modern Tiwi is pronounced like 'n' in 'menu'. 

o is between the 'o' in 'gong' and that in 'port'. 

p as middle 'p' in 'paper' 

pw as in 'tripwire' 

r like 'r' in 'cheery' but with tongue tip curled back 



r I like T but with tongue tip curled back 

r r as in a flapped Y or Scottish rolled Y 

rn like 'n' but with tongue tip curled back 

r t like T but with tongue tip curled back 

rnt like 'nd' as in 'ponder' but with tongue tip curled back 

t as second T in 'tasty' 

u as in 'put' 

w as in 'wind' but less rounding of lips 

y as in 'yes' 



Lee, Jennifer R., compiler. 1993. Ngawurranungurumagi nginingawila 
ngapangiraga (Tiwi - English dictionary). Darwin: Summer Institute of 
Linguistics, xii, 389 p. 



